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Frank H. Goepel

Stuttgart, in the State of Wiirttemberg, Germany, was the
place and December 28, 1849, was the time when Frank Herman
Goepel was born. Time has dealt so lightly with him that few
who meet him are willing to credit him with his nearly three-
score years. One of his chief characteristics is his enthusiasm,
and his spontaneity is that of a boy.

His parents were Karl and Emma (Zeller) Goepel. His
grandfather, Dr. L. A. Zeller, was a professor at Bonn Univer-
sity and private tutor to King William of Prussia. Frank
Goepel attended the public schools until he was fourteen years
old; then he decided to follow the sea. This determination
was directly traceable to the highly colored stories of the
sailor's life painted by his cousin. These stories so fascinated
young Goepel that, securing the consent of his parents, he
shipped as cabin boy on a sailing ship from Bremen to East
India, China and the Philippines, at §4 a month, Prussian
money.

The story of this voyage, from 1864 to 1867, would fill a
volume. The ship was captured by Chinese pirates, sacked
and burned. The crew escaped and made their way to
Hongkong, where the German consul secured a berth for
young Goepel on a Russian vessel loading sugar at Manila for
San Francisco. After a few weeks a storm arose, the vessel
sprung a leak and the crew wore out the pumps trying to keep
it afloat. A round robin was signed by the crew, and the
captain put back to Hongkong, where the vessel was inspected
and condemned. Mr. Goepel finally reached home by ship-
ping as a common sailor on another vessel.

Notwithstanding this experience, he determined to stick to
his chosen profession and signed for a round trip voyage,

Hamburg to New York, where he had brothers and sisters.
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While in New York his relatives persuaded him to desert.
Not finding employment there, he decided to take up farming.
He secured an overseership on a plantation in Virginia, re-
ceiving $12 a month and board. He picked up English there,
learning to speak it fluently. While in Virginia he read of the
wealth of Kansas and the ease with which farm land could be
acquired there. The German instinct of land ownership
asserted itself, and, land being too high in Virginia for his
limited finances, Mr. Goepel went West, in 1872, and took up
a homestead from the Government in Clay County, Kansas.
Receiving assistance from relatives, he built a shanty, turned
the sod and put in his first crop in 1873. Frequently he
would return from his day’s work in the field, put his supper
on the fire and sit down and sleep until morning while the sup-
per burned. After harvest he needed lumber with which to
build a granary, and drove to Clay Center for it, where Robert
Fullerton was operating a retail yard and supplying the re-
quirements of the settlers in that section. Some of the retail
yards then had a territory 100 miles in diameter. Mr. Fuller-
ton had published prices of various kinds of lumber handled,
and was somewhat surprised when his young German cus-
tomer handed him a list showing the number of pieces, feet
contained in each and an extension made, at the prices pub-
lished, all without error. The lumber was white pine and the
prices averaged nearly $27.50 a thousand for dimension and
boards.

Shortly after the granary was built and the wheat put init, a
prairie fire destroyed it and much of its contents. Mr. Goepel
then went to town for another load of lumber. Putting affairs
in shape at the farm, he decided to sce if he could secure
employment for the winter. Again he met Mr. Fullerton,
whom he asked for work. He said he could do anything given
him and would work for enough to pay his expenses until he
learned the business. He figured his expenses at £35 a month,
but when the day of settlement came, found he had been
allowed $50.
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Mr. Goepel says the only instructions ever received from
Mr. Fullerton were that he would rather a customer should
receive a foot more than a foot less than he paid for. Mr,
Goepel has followed this principle ever since, and claims itthe
secret of his success.

Mr. Goepel found the lumber business more satisfactory
than following the sea, taming colts or guiding the plow. In
1875 Robert Fullerton’s brother, S. H. Fullerton, now presi-
dent of the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, took charge of
the yard at Clay Center, and Robert went to Des Moines, tak-
ing Mr. Goepel with him. A yard was started at East Des
Moines, and Mr. Goepel managed it for several years.

By 1879 the Kansas boom was in full flower and the Fuller-
ton interests were establishing a number of yards in the State.
Mr. Goepel was sent to Cawker City, Mitchell County, to open
a yard. The nearest railway point, Beloit, was twenty miles
away. A large amount of lumber was shipped to Beloit and
farmers hired to haul it to Cawker City, before anyone had
visited the latter place. S. H. Fullerton was with Mr. Goepel
on this occasion, and, after superintending the loading of the
wagons, they drove to Cawker City, went to a real estate office,
leased the ground and had a place ready to unload the lumber
when the teams arrived. In time the yards at Cawker City
(there were three others) became the source of supply for
farmers forty or fifty miles around. The average sale of each
yard was about $2,500 a month.

Mr. Goepel spent twenty years at Cawker City, looking after
the interests of the Chicago Lumber Company, which, later,
was reorganized and incorporated as the Chicago Lumber &
Coal Company. When the yard was first put in at this place
the city’s population was between goo and 500; later, it in-
creased to 1,500, and now is 10,000. During his residence
there, Mr. Goepel served five terms as mayor. Inasmuch as the
salary attached to this office was only $1 a month, he can not be
accused of having entered politics for what there was in it.

As Mr. Goepel's years of service increased together with his
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valuc to the company, his income increased proportionally.
His record is one of steady, satisfactory service and of whole-
souled devotion to the interests intrusted to him. As the
business of the Fullerton brothers grew, an arrangement was
perfected whereby Mr. Goepel’s savings became a part of the
capital of the concern, and he received interest at the same
rate as the other investors. When the company was incorpo-
rated he took stock in it and was made a director, retaining his
position as manager of the yards in Kansas. When Mr. Shel-
don resigned the treasurership in 1898, Mr. Goepel was
elected to fill his place.

During the first years of his occupancy of that office he acted
as credit man and as lumber buyer for the forty or fifty retail
yards owned by his company, in which he is now the fourth
principal stockholder. He is treasurer also of the Bradley
Lumber Company, of Warren, Arkansas; the Gulf Land &
Lumber Company, of Stables, Louisiana, and the Fullerton-
Powell Hardwood Lumber Company, of South Bend, Indiana.

Mr. Goepel is a Republican in politics. The only secret
order with which he is affiliated is the Masons.

A predominating characteristic of this gentleman is his
modest disposition. He faced the pirates with fair grace,
but when publicity is mentioned he trembles at the prospect.
Mr. Goepel's interests center in his handsome home in St.
Louis, Missouri. He married Miss Louise Idatte, at Des
Moines, June 2, 1879, and takes greater pride in his family,
consisting of his wife and four children, than he does in his
business successes. The children are Louise, aged twenty-
two; Emma, twenty; Frances, ten, and Alexander, seven.
It is scarcely fair, however, to omit from his family his wife’s
father, taken into his home and heart when he married, who
is an honored member of this happy circle. This action of
Mr. Goepel's was typical of the man.




